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Applicants hereby request confirmation that the Examiner considered all of the references 

cited in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on November 25, 2002. The Examiner 

returned a copy of the corresponding PTO-1449 form in a communication mailed on May 13, 

2003 (the "returned PTO-1449 form") in which some but not all of the cited references were 

initialed by the Examiner. In particular, the Examiner did not initial any of the cited references 

AD through AI that Applicants identified as cumulative and, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 

§ 1.98(c), omitted copies. 

As explained in Applicants' November 25, 2002 submission, two or more of the patent 

and publications listed in the Information Disclosure Statement are substantively cumulative. 
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Thus, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(c), Applicants submitted copies of one of the patents 
or publications without copies of the other substantively cumulative patents or publications. To 
expedite matters, however, Applicants enclose copies of the substantively cumulative patents or 
publications omitted from the November 25, 2002 submission. A copy of the returned PTO- 
1449 form is also enclosed. 

Applicants hereby request confirmation that the Examiner considered all of the references 
cited in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on November 25, 2002. For the convenience 
of the Examiner, Applicants have transcribed the entries at issue, AD through AI, from the 
Information Disclosure Statement filed on November 25, 2002 to a new PTO-1449, also 
enclosed, to be signed by the Examiner to evidence that the cited information has been fully 
considered. 

Please apply any charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 50-1721. 
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